
Layout of your essay

There are basically two ways to layout 
your paragraphs

35553 - a five-paragraph essay 

3773 - a four-paragraph essay



Conclusion

The conclusion is the end of the essay. It is the last part of the essay and it is the part that the reader may remember 
most. It should be clear and avoid confusing the reader.

The reader expects the conclusion to do some or all of the following: 

1. rephrase the question 

2. summarize the main ideas 

3. give your opinion, if you haven't given it already 

4. look to the future (say what will happen if the situation continues or changes) 

The reader DOES NOT expect new information in the conclusion. Never add a new idea just because you have thought of 
it at the end!

You must do all of this in just three or four sentences!



Vocabulary is Important

The conclusion is very similar to the introduction. However, you should avoid 
repeating the same words. This is why a few minutes spent at the start of the 
exam writing down synonyms (words with the same meaning) and related 
words is very helpful.

After all, if you only have a 250-word essay but use the same word 10 times, 
this will not show the examiner what you know

NEVER add new information 



Examples...
Should we test products on animals?

I agree that we need to make sure that animals who are used for testing new products have the 
minimum of suffering. However, I am convinced that animal testing is necessary, and that it will 
continue to benefit humans in new and wonderful ways.

Should we beat children?

In conclusion, physical punishment can be a useful method of discipline. However it should be the 
last choice for parents. If we want to build a world with less violence we must begin at home, and 
we must teach our children to be responsible.

Who learns quicker - adults or children?

Finally, I feel that we cannot generalize about children or adults being better learners. It depends 
on the situation and the motivation of the person, and the level of enthusiasm he or she has for 
learning.

Should dangerous sports be banned?

In summary, our society would be healthier if more people took part in sports of all kinds. We 
should continue to try to prevent accidents and injuries. However, we should also ensure that 
sports are challenging, exciting, and, above all, fun.
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